
 
 

The Center for Epilepsy and Seizure Education in British Columbia 2024 
Website: www.esebc.ca | Phone: (604) 853-7399 | Email: info@esebc.ca 

Seizure Safety Tips for Daily Activities: 

Living with epilepsy requires meticulous attention to safety during daily activities. Here's an in-depth 

guide to assist individuals with epilepsy in navigating their routines securely: 

1. Driving: 

Check Local Regulations: 

Thoroughly understand the driving laws in your region concerning epilepsy and seizure control. Adhere 

to these regulations to ensure road safety for yourself and others. 

Consult Your Healthcare Provider: 

Establish an open and continuous dialogue with your healthcare provider regarding your seizure control, 

medication compliance, and overall health. Obtain their clearance and guidance to drive safely. 

Medication Compliance: 

Strictly adhere to your prescribed medication schedule. Missing doses or altering your regimen without 

medical approval can elevate the risk of seizures and compromise your ability to drive safely. 

Regular Health Check-ups: 

Schedule regular check-ups with your healthcare provider to monitor your seizure frequency, medication 

effectiveness, and overall health, which are crucial factors for safe driving. 

2. Cooking and Kitchen Safety: 

Avoid Cooking Alone: 

Whenever possible, cook in the presence of a family member or friend who is familiar with your 

condition and knows how to respond in the event of a seizure. 

Use Timers: 

Employ kitchen timers for cooking and baking to remind you to check on food, turn off appliances, and 

ensure kitchen safety. 

Stove Safety: 

Opt for using the back burners on the stove and turn pot handles inward to minimize the risk of spills or 

burns if a seizure occurs. 

3. Bathing and Showering: 

Shower Chair and Grab Bars: 

Consider using a shower chair and installing grab bars to enhance stability and reduce the risk of falls 

during a seizure in the bathroom. 
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Bathing Safety Procedures: 

Take showers instead of baths to lower the risk of drowning if a seizure occurs. Maintain a moderate 

water temperature to prevent burns or discomfort. 

Emergency Call System: 

Install an emergency call button or a communication device in your bathroom, allowing you to seek help 

if needed. 

4. Swimming: 

Swim with Supervision: 

Swim in designated areas with a lifeguard present or a friend or family member who is aware of your 

epilepsy and can assist during a seizure. 

Water Safety Awareness: 

Educate yourself and others about water safety protocols, emphasizing the importance of caution and 

supervision while swimming. 

Learn Basic Water Rescue Techniques: 

Consider taking swimming classes that teach basic water rescue techniques to enhance safety in the 

water. 

5. Exercising and Physical Activities: 

Exercise with a Partner: 

Engage in physical activities like jogging, cycling, or hiking with a reliable partner who is informed about 

your epilepsy and knows how to provide assistance during a seizure. 

Hydration and Nutrition: 

Maintain proper hydration and a balanced diet to keep your body in optimal condition and reduce the 

likelihood of seizures triggered by dehydration or low blood sugar. 

Establish Routine: 

Maintain a consistent exercise routine, including regular sleep patterns, to help stabilize your overall 

health and potentially reduce seizure occurrences. 

6. Using Public Transportation: 

Carry a Seizure Response Plan: 
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Keep a laminated card in your wallet detailing your emergency contacts, medical condition, and steps for 

seizure first aid. Make sure to include any specific instructions for those assisting you. 

Alert Transportation Staff: 

Notify public transportation staff, such as bus drivers or train conductors, about your condition. Provide 

instructions on what to do and whom to contact in case of a seizure. 

Wearable Medical Alert Device: 

Consider wearing a medical alert bracelet or necklace that provides essential medical information and 

emergency contacts. 

7. Working or Studying: 

Educate Colleagues or Classmates: 

Educate your coworkers or classmates about epilepsy, its manifestations, and appropriate seizure first aid 

procedures. Encourage understanding and support within your workplace or educational environment. 

Request Reasonable Accommodations: 

If necessary, work with your employer or educational institution's disability services to request 

reasonable accommodations that support your condition, such as flexible hours or modifications to your 

workspace. 

Regular Check-ins: 

Establish a support network at your workplace or school, involving a trusted colleague, supervisor, or 

professor who can check in on you during or after a seizure episode. 
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