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Functional Magnetic Resonance Imaging (fMRI) for Children with Epilepsy 

What is Functional Magnetic Resonance Imaging (fMRI)? 

Functional Magnetic Resonance Imaging (fMRI) is a non-invasive neuroimaging technique that measures 

and maps brain activity by detecting changes in blood flow and oxygen levels. It helps visualize which 

parts of the brain are active during specific tasks or activities, providing valuable insights into brain 

function. 

How Does fMRI Work? 

Magnetic Field Alignment: The fMRI scanner uses a strong magnetic field to align the spins of hydrogen 

atoms in water molecules in the brain. 

Radiofrequency Pulses: Radiofrequency pulses are applied, causing the aligned spins to temporarily 

deviate from alignment. 

Blood Oxygenation Level Changes: When brain regions become more active, they require more oxygen. 

Blood flow to these areas increases, altering the ratio of oxygenated and deoxygenated blood, which 

fMRI detects. 

Image Reconstruction and Analysis: The fMRI scanner generates images that display brain activity based 

on changes in blood oxygenation levels. Specialized software helps analyze these images to identify 

active brain regions. 

Applications for Children with Epilepsy: 

Localization of Epileptic Foci: fMRI helps identify the specific brain regions involved in seizures, aiding in 

surgical planning to remove the epileptic focus while minimizing damage to vital brain areas. 

Understanding Brain Networks: It helps researchers and clinicians understand the functional connectivity 

and networks associated with epilepsy in children, potentially leading to more targeted treatments. 

Evaluating Treatment Efficacy: fMRI can be used to assess the effects of epilepsy treatments, including 

medication and behavioral therapies, and track changes in brain activity following interventions. 

Advantages of fMRI for Children with Epilepsy: 

Non-Invasive: fMRI is a non-invasive technique, making it safer for children, including those with 

epilepsy, and eliminating exposure to ionizing radiation. 

Functional Mapping: It provides detailed functional maps of brain regions associated with epilepsy, 

aiding in treatment planning and surgical decisions. 

Individualized Treatment Planning: Allows for personalized treatment plans based on the specific brain 

regions involved in the child's epilepsy, potentially leading to improved outcomes. 
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Limitations of fMRI for Children with Epilepsy: 

fMRI has limitations in spatial and temporal resolution compared to other techniques like EEG, 

potentially affecting the precision of identifying epileptic foci and their rapid changes. 

Compliance Challenges: Children, especially younger ones, may find it challenging to remain still during 

the fMRI scan, potentially affecting the quality of the results. 
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